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STEP 2: DETERMINATION OF PREFERABLY PRESERVED
STAFF REPORT

Site:  21-23 Allen Street
Case: HPC.DMO 2021.02

Applicant: 19-27 Allen Street, LLC

Owner: Joan Martelli

Proposal: Demolish all structures.

HPC Meeting Date: March 16, 2021

The purpose of a staff report is to provide the Historic Preservation Commission (HPC) with additional
information and professional assessments regarding properties that are proposed for demolition. These
assessments are based on the criteria allowed for consideration by the HPC in accordance with the

Demolition Review Ordinance (DRO). A Staff Report is not a determination/decision nor does it
constitute authorization in any form.

I. SUMMARY OF FEBRUARY 16, 2021 MEETING

At their regular public meeting on February 16, 2021, the HPC voted all of the buildings at 21-23Allen
Street to be “Historically Significant”. Due to this determination, 21-23Allen Street moved on to the
second step in the demolition review process, which calls for the HPC to determine whether or not the
buildings should be “Preferably Preserved”. A determination of “preferably preserved” does not
permanently halt demolition of a building.
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1. BUILDINGS UNDER CONSIDERATION

21-23 Allen Street contains three residential structures. Two of the structures, 21 and 23, abut the public
sidewalk. The third structure, which does not have a street number, is located at the rear of the lot, behind
the two front buildings. The rear structure is difficult to see from the street. Photos of the buildings appear
on the following page. The buildings will be referred to throughout the report as “21 Allen”, “23 Allen”

and “Rear Building”.

Right: 21 Allen Street

Right: 23 Allen Street

Right: Rear Building
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I11. ADDITIONAL INFORMATION

To see the historic map research regarding 21-23 Allen Street and a general history of the area, see the
February 16, 2021 staff report on Historic Significance.

The MACRIS inventory form published by the State’s Historic Preservation Office (SHPO) via the
Massachusetts Historical Commission (MHC) dates 21 Allen Street to as early as 1840-1850, having been
built for laborer housing. Given that laborer housing was built cheaply — both in terms of labor and
materials — it is a testament to the workmanship that the structure has survived this long.

Based on additional research, the period of significance for 21 Allen Street has been adjusted back to
begin at 1840, 23 Allen Street to 1850-1869, and the Rear Building to 1892. Explanatory text follows
throughout the staff report.

As Staff has reiterated numerous times over the years, one of the many things that sets the field of historic
preservation in the United States apart from the practice in other countries, particularly in Western
Europe, is that in the U.S. we do not emphasize merely high-style examples of domestic architecture or
the supposed “high-born” architects and inhabitants of such structures. Instead, the historic preservation
practice in the U.S. recognizes the historic built environment of all economic classes of people. The lives
of people - builders and occupants, whether we know about them in detail or in passing - and the stories
of their lives are imbued in these buildings. All of these lives, individually and collectively, have
contributed to the rich, varied, and complex cultural fabric of the City.

On the first available map showing structures and property owner names, the 1874 Hopkins map, Patrick
Mahoney was shown as the owner of the subject property. As of 1874, there were two structures on the
lot: todays 21 Allen Street and 23 Allen Street, the two gable-fronted structures on this property (see
above images for reference).

City Directory research shows that at least as early as1869, Patrick Mahoney was listed as owning a house
on Allen Street. His occupation is listed as “laborer”. Note that the location of his house is listed as “Allen
near Milk” which refers to “Allen Street near Milk Street. Until 1875, Somerville Avenue was called
“Milk Street”.

Below: 1869 Somerville City Directory listing for Patrick Mahoney
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Magoun John C. farmer, house Broadway, near Central

Magrath Thomas, laborer, house Xent court

M%han Patrick, laborer, house Allen, near Milk

Mahaney Damel shoemaker, b. P. Eberle’s, Park, n. Milk

Maher Bridget Mrs. house Garden court

Mahoney Daniel, teamster, house Milk, corner Prospect

Mahoney Patrick, laborer, house Allen, near Milk

Mahoney Thomas, pedler, house Fitchburg, near L. R. R.

Mahony Wm. H. grocer, (Charlestown), house Sycamore,
near Foster

Maigson Thomas, laborer, house foot Lowell, 2d

Maigson William, lather, house foot Lowell, 2d

Mainn Michael, laborer, house Norfolk, cor. Webster ave.

Mains James, surgeon, house Lowell, near L. R. R.

Maitland Alexander, printer, boards Jos. Heald’s, Milk,
near Elm [house 14 Myrtle

Makechnie Hiram L. salesman, (103 Devonshire, B.), 4

Makechnie Horace P. teacher Lincoln school, ~house Sac-

ramento, near F. R. R.
AMallahan Thamao Mwre hanon Oalnwmbhio snnow tha ymownah
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Other city directories that Staff was able to access were the 1873, 1875, and 1877 directorri]esé!? all of
these directories, Patrick Mahoney is listed as the house owner on AI!?n Street. In 1875, tfe i IB\//I »
Directory lists his home as being “Allen Street n. Somerville Avenue”. The name change from

Street to Somerville Avenue had only recently occurred.

Below: 1874 City Directory listing for Patrick Mahoney

Below: 1875 City Directory listing for Patrick Mahoney

. aBY% WIUUW UL George, . 100t of Kent cf,
Mahar William, currier, h. Kent, ¢. Kent cf.

Mahoney Daniel, bootmaker P, Eberle’s, Union sq., h. at

Charlestown . a B
Mahoney Daniel, teamster, h. r, Broadway, n. City stables
Mahoney J eremiah, laborer, h. Webster av., n. Tremont
Mahoney John, molder W, R. Bradford, h. at Charlestown
Mahoney John F,, laborer, h. Tyler, n. Dane
Mahoney Patrick, laborer, h. Allen, n. Milk
Mahoney Patrick, laborer, h, Linwood, n. London
Mahoney Thomas, laborer, h, Fitchburg, n. Linwood

Mahony William H., grocer (87 Warren, Charlestown),

M kh.hSycaé}nore, n. Forster
akechnic Geo. W., clerk (B,), h. Lincoln, o, Perking
Makechnje Hiram I?., salesman (B.), h. Au’stin, n. Broad’y
Makcal)mw Horace I, teacher Lincoln school, h. Elm, n.
ester ¥

Malaney Thomas, labover, h. Ward, n. Medford,

Mallahan Rosanna, widow of Thomas, h, 1, Columbia, n.

Conlon ct.

e

Below: 1877 City Directory listing for Patrick Mahoney

IGYCITT, voTes =
Maguire James, horse shoe
Maguire John, l»l:wksrlnlth,l
Magi v idow, h.
Maguire Mary A, widow, h. b 3k
Macuire Thomas F., lawyer (13 Court sq.,

near Union square e IR
Mahaney Patrick, laborer, h. A'I.l_eE, n S m

r, bds. Chas. Maguire’s, Everett’

house Medford, nom;i Lowell
ssland, next Beacon

6 Mosslan e Wash.

ASeAIINLY

SOMERVILLE [}f] DIRECTORY. 119

Mahoney Daniel, teamster, h, r. Broadway, n. city stables

Mahoney Dennis, laborer, . Medford, c. Sonth

Mahoney Dennis, laborer, b, 17 Joy

Makioney Jeremiah, laborer, h. Webster av., n. Tremont

Mahoney John, molder W. R. Bradford, h. at Charlestown

Mahoney John, laborer, h. Medford, n. South

Mahoney John F., laborer, h. Tyler, n. Dane

Mahoney Patrick, h. Allen, n. Somerville av,

Mahoney Thomas, laborer, h. 5 Bleachery court

Mahoney William H., grocer (87 Warren, Charlestown),
h. Sycamore, n. Forster [Florence

Makechnie George W, clerk (97 Court, B.), h. 33 New

Makechnie Hiram L. salesman (89 Chauncy, B.), h. Aus-
tin, n. Broadway Chester

Makechnie Horace P., teacher Lincoln school, h. Elm, cor.

Malaney Thomas, laborer, h. Ward, n. Medford

Mallahan Rosanna, widow of Thomas, h. r. Columbia, n.
Conlon court

Malley Patrick, cooper, h. Linwood, n. London

Malloy John, trader, bds. J. Malloy’s, Somerville av.

Malloy John, trader, h. Somerville av.,, n. Medford

Malloy Lawrence, laborer, bds, J, Malloy’s, Somerville av.

Malone Bridget, widow, h. Washington, n. Beacon

Maloney Andrew, ardener, h. Clyde, n.-Cedar

Maloney Daniel, lu%orer, h. Ward, n. Medford  [Beacon

Maloy James W., machinist (63 Beverly, B.), h. Vine, n,

Maloy Mary, widow of George, h. Vine, n. Beacon .

Nnmi-ll Jonathan W., florist, Putnam, n. Summer, h. do.

Manes James, laborer, h. Wyatt, n. Concord av.

Manley Daniel, grease collector, h. foot of Willow pl

Mann ‘Alfred E, lettercarrier, h. Washington av.

Mann Christopher, caulker (B.), b. Broadway, cor. Beue-
diet avenue

Mann Henry, h. Sibley place

Mann Jairus, city messenger and constable, City Hall, L,
Berkeley

Mann Vesta E. Mrs,, dressmaker, bds. 7 Florence

Manning Bernard, laborer, L. Somerville av., n. Bow

Manning Daniel, laborer, h. rear Lowell, u. R, R.

Manning George W., blacksmith (44 Lincoln, B.), house
Prescott, n. Summer

Manning James, milkman, h. Norfolk, n. Webster av.

Manning John, teamster, h. Medford, n. Maple

Mz\nning Jehn, laborer Middlesex bleachery, house Som-
erville av, n. Beach

Manning John F., glassblower Union Glass Co., b. Nor-
folk, n. Webster avenue ?

Manning Leighton W., upholsterer, h. & Berkeley

Manning Michael, laborer, h. N orfolk, e. Webster av,
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Federal census research provided further insight into Patrick Mahoney’s life. The 1870 federal census
shows that he was an immigrant from Ireland, as were countless residents of this part of the City at this
time.

At the time of the 1870 census he was 70 years old and still working as a laborer as he continued to do
through at least 1877 as noted in the City Directory. This means that at the time of the 1877 Directory, he
was 77 years old and still working as a laborer. The life of a laborer was a difficult one; the work was
hard, often dangerous, the hours long and the wages low. A laborer did not have a steady job but changed
every few weeks or months. A laborer might work a few months helping to dig a canal, fill in a river, lay
and repair rail lines, work as further “unskilled” labor in many of the numerous plants and factories in the
area. That Patrick Mahoney, as a laborer, was able to purchase property was no small feat.

The 1870 federal census shows that his total worth was $200, or the rough equivalent of $3,993.62 today.
It is almost certain that, due to his limited income as a laborer and the fact that there were two dwelling
houses on the property, that he took in renters and boarders.

This same census shows that he was illiterate. He lived with a woman named Mary Mahoney who was 29
years old at the time of the census. She was also born in Ireland. She could have been his wife (significant
age differences were not uncommon), daughter or other relative. Mary does not work outside the home.
Three children also reside with Patrick and Mary Mahoney: Margaret (5) who is school-age, Kate (2), and
Mary, an infant of 7 %2 months who was born in November of the census year.

Below: 1870 Federal Census — Patrick Mahoney
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As noted in the staff report on Historic Significance, C.R. Pope is listed as the owner of 21-23 Allen
Street on the 1884 Hopkins map. No information was uncovered in either the federal census or City
Directories for this owner. It is possible that Pope was not a resident of the City. As is common today in
Somerville, the 19" century also saw absentee landlords who had investment properties for rent.

The 1895 Bromley map showed that ownership had changed to Charles O’Callahan and that a third
residential structure, the “Rear Building” was now extant on the lot. It is unclear if the Rear Building was
purposely built on the rear of the lot or if it was moved there from another location, a practice which was
not uncommon in the 19" century.

From records including City Directories, death certificates, and obituaries, there is much to learn of
Charles O’Callahan and those who lived with him. The first time that he appears in records accessed to-
date at 21-23 Allen Street is the 1890 City Directory where he is listed living at 21 Allen Street. The 1892
City Directory shows him living at 23 Allen Street. Prior to this he is shown as living at 6 Allen Street in
1889.
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He was born in Ireland around 1854. His presence on Allen Street fits with the significant Irish immigrant
presence in this area during the second half of the 19" century.

It appears that, until the end of his life, O’Callahan worked as a laborer as did many of the residents of the
area at this time (see earlier discussion of Patrick Mahoney). From the period of 1895 until his death in
1909, O’Callahan and his family members rotated among the three structures on 21-23 Allen Street. As
seen in the staff report for 27 Allen Street, O’Callahan at one time owned that building as well,
domiciling there for a short period of time.

Charles’ wife, Rose O’Callahan, owned and ran a “variety store” at an address that is alternately known
as 23 ¥ Allen Street and 25 Allen Street. It is possible that a portion of the current 23 Allen Street
building was converted to house this small commercial enterprise or that another structure, no longer
extant, housed the business. Regardless, that property was also owned by the O’Callahans.

A variety store in the 19" century, much like variety stores today, sold an array of goods: canned food,
coffee, tea, tobacco, dry goods, fruits and vegetables, and household items. Such stores served to provide
some of the essentials residents and workers needed on a daily basis.

As the proprietor, Rose O’Callahan would have interacted with countless Allen Street and Union Square
residents, area laborers and the workers of the nearby slaughterhouses, glassworks and other industries.
Hers was an occupation that lent itself to being witness to the habits and personal stories of the people in
this area at the time.

The 1897 City Directory shows Charles and Rose O’Callahan living at 21 Allen Street (see photos earlier
in report for visual references). Note that all f the people listed under the “O’Callahan” name ma or may
not be related; a City Directory simply listed all people with the same last name under one heading.
However, Rose O’Callahn, as noted above, was, indeed, Charles’ wife. The “do.” at the end of her entry
stands for “ditto”. Instead of writing “Allen” again after 21, “do.” was used. Therefore, her entry shows
that her variety store was at 25 Allen Street and her residence, which she owned, was at 21 Allen Street.

Multiple City Directory entries for the O’Callahans are included below. They often moved between all
three buildings on the property.

Below: 1897 City Directory entry Below: 1898 City Directory entry
—— : : - I R
O B’,’g;ﬂ-";ﬁ'{;;g;’e‘:fb‘ff;?_,“;‘,‘:;;c‘;*‘ S0 O’BRIQN FULTON, hay, grain and flour, 3 and 4
(O’Callahan Charles, laborer, h. 21 Allen Union square, h. 226 Summer. See back cover
John, laborer, b. 217 Cedar Jane H. widow of Edwin A. h. 226 Summez
Patrick, laborer, b. 18 Maloy ct. O'Bryan James, molder, 67 Washington
Rose, variety store, 25 Allen, h. 21 do. O’Byrne Mary, widow of Austin, h. 42 Horace

John F. laborer, b. 42 Horace
O’Callahan Charles, laborer, h. 21 Allen
John, laborer, h. 25 Murdock
Rose, variety store, 25 Allen, h. 21 do.
O’'Connell Arthur, music printer, h. 74 Lawrence
Bartholomew, laborer, h. 38 Mansfield
. - 2
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By 1899, the O’Callahans had at least two boarders living at the property, who may or may not be
relatives; John and Patrick were found in earlier directories boarding at other properties in the City. The
“b.” refers to “boarder”. A boarder, as opposed to a renter, lived in one room and had some meals
included in the fee (“room and board”) that they paid on a weekly or monthly basis. In 1899, all of the
O’Callahans listed were living in the Rear Building on the property (identified by the “r.”). Note that
Rose’s store is now listed as 23 % Allen Street. In 1900, the O’Callahans continue to have boarders at the
Rear Building. Portions of the other two houses on the property were also likely filled with boarders
and/or renters.

Below: 1899 City Directory entry Below: 1900 City Directory entry

L
('Callahan Charles, 'lnborer, h. r. 23 Allen
“ James, tailor, B. h. 393 Washington
“ John, vegetables, etc. b. r. 23 Allen
‘“ Peter, vegetables, etc. b. r. 23 Allen

« see¢ Burns and Byrne
(y'Callahan Charles, laborer, h. r. 23 Allen
« John, vegetables, etc. b. r. 23 Allen
« Peter, vegetables, etc. b. r. 23 Allen '
« Rose Mrs. variety store, 233 Allen, h. r. 23 do

O'Connell Arthur, music printer, h. 74 l.awrence [:‘( Roeel;\lrs. variety store, 23% Allen, h. 1. 23 do.
" & « J i PP Asmmd iy 1 Py RT aiy
« Bartholomew, laborer, h. 38 .\lansﬁcld“ e

a2 wo ' tget it g adlres

The listing for Rose Callahan’s variety store at 21 % Allen Street appears in the Variety Store listing in
the 1903 City Directory on the following page. Notice the significant number of female owners of variety
stores in the listing.
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532 SOMERVILLE BUSINESS DIRECTORY

Type Mnfrs.
Palmer C. G. 92 Liberty ave.

Typewriter Desks

DOTEN-DUNTON DESK
CO. 66 Pearl, B. See page 636

Umbrellas and Canes

LAMSON & HUBBARD,%
Bedford and 229 Washington,
Boston. See page 22

Undertakers

Barker Thomas J. 15 Dimick
BRYANT CHARLES ¥, 53
Medford and 15 Aastin, Chazn,
See page 7
BRYANT JOHN SONS, 363
Medford and 15 Austin, Chasa.
See page 7
Flaherty W. A. & Son, 263 Wash.
FRINK WM, A, 17 Hollaod.
Sve page a
FUDGE DAVID & SON,
332 Somerville ave. Ses p. 25
Gill William "L'. 151 Glen
KAULERJOHN E. 3¢ Lin-
coln. See puge 7
LOCKHART W. L. & CO.
191 to 206 Bridge, uew building,
122 to 140 Firet, k. C. aod 149
Staniford, B. See p. 6
MANN ALFRED E.4 Warren
av. and 73 Washiugton. See p.2
McGOVERN JOHN B. 363a
Highland ave, See p. (81
McGowen Joha 8. 13 Stoee ave.
MceKennn George F. 202 Zowaell
RAFFERTY PATRICK H.
387 Somerville av. and 0 Cham-
bers, B. Hee page 6
WILSON K. M. 103 Cross. See
page 683
WINTERBOTTOM
CHARLES J, 6714 Som, av.
See page 7

Upholsterers
CALDWELL JACKSON &
CO. 53-35 Union sq. See bot-
Lom eiige and opp. p. 226
Eceles William F. 366 Medford
Fitzpatrick P. J. 5 Bow
Flemming W, T. 2458 Pearl
Goodrich L, H. 102 Perkins
GRACEY & YWEIR,'9 Broad-
way. See p. 679
HURN GEORGE F. & CO.
00:5 H2 and 52a Broadway. See
n 1
J'q}ms\n A, C. 364 Somerville ave.
Martin R. 5. 638 Dover

Variety Stores
Andersou M. A, Mre, 106 Linwood
Bellingham John, 412 Som. ave,
Bliss Henrjetta M. 27C Suminmer
Burns Abbie Mrs. 7 Bedford
Carroll John, 6 Summer
Crisaphé M. M. Mrs. 165 Wash.
Dalivsky Rosc Mrs. 419a Som.av.
Demont Jacol, 186 Som. ave,
Dorney Mary Mre, 78 Webster av.
Downey Mary Mrs. 95 Som. ave.
Doyle Bridget D. Mvs. 73 Joy
Fitzgerald C. Mrs, 1174 Beacoun
Franvis Rebecen F. 218 Holland
Goldthwaite A, D, Mrs. 140 Wil-
low ave,
Green Martha R. Mrs. 18 Maple
Gillette W. F. 260 Summer
Greenfeldt F. Mrs. 44 Linwood
Grierson James, 208 Summer
Gross S. §. 45 Washington
Guild CharleaI'. 23 Dane
Haggett J. M. 518 Medford
Harding A. M. Mrs. 11 Mt. Pleas-
ant
Harding L. A. . Mrs. 860 Som.

nve.
Holman 3. H. Mrs. 44 Kingston
Hughes Arthur, 285 Beacon
Jurvis Addie 8. 1384 Pearl

Jarvis William 1. 47 Cross

Leach A. F. Mrs. 3654 Som. ave.
Le Caiv L. A, 380 Highland ave.
Tibbey L. M. 6 Holland

Lovitt J. W. 257 Highland ave.
T.owrey Mary, 131 Pearl

Lynch Catherine Mra. 30 Linwood
Maclutosh A, Mra. 376 Peucon
MeCnbe Marjory Mra 192 Tremont
McLeod Aunuie, 738 Pearl

" Messervy A. C. Mrs. 214 Pearl

Morrison K. Mrs. B0 Highland av.
O Callahau Rose Mrs, 284 Allen
Moulton ‘Ada K. 404 Medford
Phillips George B. 18 Union sq.
Pickel! Margaret M. 504 B way
Piper W. C. 246 Eliy
Riker 8. A. Mrg. 618 Som. ave.
Rohie Albert B. 31 Vernon
Tomanow M. 2o4 Elm
Sanhorn Mary Mrs. 14 Allen
Shea Mary Mrs. 19 Allen
Sheckleton Jennie Mrs, 52A Cross
Simaon FPanunie My, 34 Wash,
Smith Ada Mrs. 350A Som. ave. .
Spence Ellen A. 58 Willow
Stackpole Bessie G. 20 B'way
Stuart B, & 1. N. 38 Cross
Tateen M. H. 43064 Som. ave.
Walker Jeauie 444 Broadway
Wenrworeh Frank 1 168 Wash,
White Agnes M. 203 Medford
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Rose O’Callahan dies at age 45 in 1904 after a month of suffering from “paralysis” with a secondary
cause of death being meningitis. “Paralysis” in this time period was typically caused by the polio virus
and death from paralysis tended to occur in older individuals. The virus would have infected the muscles
associated with breathing; essentially Rose would have likely suffocated to death. The meningitis caused
by the viral infection would have created a swelling of the protective membranes around the brain and
spinal cord. Staff provides this information not to dwell on the macabre, but to underscore just how
difficult both life and death were at that time, particularly for the working class. There was also a lack of
meaningful treatment for a multitude of medical ailments. Rose’s death certificate appears below:

B T e e s

FULL NAME

Place of 23 Allen St.
M} [£.0%) (Mt

Reddorse ,23..A11eD.. %E;;.,; Qomem:l.l..g&uu%‘%s. -

STATISTICAL DETAILS PHYSICIAN'S CERTIFICATE

SEX COLOR SINGLE, MARRIED, | HEREBY CERTIFY that | attended decsased during last

WIDOWED,
Female White oioRcED  Married illness, from PRy
MAIDEN NAME 4f @ married or divorced woman, or widow e
Rose Reagzan that to the best of myknowlodgomdwdcubmumdonth

uusemr;;sE date statod above, and that the CAUSE OF DEATH was as follows
FULL NA §~351]§3 0'Callahan (If a soldler or sallor who served In the war of the rebelllon both the primary and
BIRTHPLACE ate or country ; also ofty, town, or county, if known fbutory causes of death must be given.)

| ¥

Lretand Primary:..... PATAlYS1sS

|| NAME OF
|| FATHER Peter Reagan S v
BIRTHPLACE Give stale or country ; also oity, town, or county, if known :
oF FATHER T reland

oF MOTHER - Pose Nnlan Contributory: MENINZiItis .

| "BIRTHPLACE 0fve stale or counlry ; also olty, town, or comty, 17 known
| OF MOTHER L I" an'g

| OCCUPATION

4
4
2
w
=
W
o
- 0
F
10
W
2
¢ <
b Z
4
r 4
<

IN?ORMANT s ZLerson giving statistical detalls
Charles 0'Callahan Hu'iban(l
ADDRESS . 2 (No.) (&rcan (Tn Cit;
23 Allen St., Somerville ey
(No.J (Street) ( Town or City) SPECIAL INFORMATION only for Hospitals, Institutions, Transieats, or

PLACE OF BURIAL OR REMOVAL DATE OF BURIAL Rocent Resldents. o . @ Reskdence
_Iloly Cross 0 Bk Placeof Death? ....................
(Cometeryy | ___C____t J '90Z_|1 Where was disease contracted,

valoen if not at place of death?

4 Tl;m or Clty,and State) Recelved
UNDERTAKER'S _Dect. 6 L1904 William P. Mitchell

_William A. Flaherty i Agent of Board of Health, appointed to issue burial permits

ADDRESS
, 381 wasnincton St., Somerville |...0Ct: 6. ie04
A Fed (Street] (Toum or City)

10
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Her obituary listing in the Boston Globe shows that her arrangements were handled by the Flaherty
Funeral Home on Washington Street. This funeral home was still operating (as Brown-Flaherty Funeral
Home) as late as 2016. (It has now been converted to residential condos. The funeral itself was held at
Saint Joseph’s across the street. At the time of Rose’s death, the church still retained its steeple which was

removed in 1978 due to structural instability.

Below: Rose O 'Callahan s obituary in the Boston Globe, 1904. Call-out of same. Staff provides a fuller page of the newspaper to

provide historical context. (Zoom function will be needed.)

T'HF BOSTON GLOBE—WEDNESDAY. OCTOBER 5. 1904.

11

1 M MES?" THEATRE.| . The Globe | 00D STORIES. fhoge =
'v Al MATINEE ToDAY. LATE_ST In Memory of the Breton ::':.‘ﬂ:’ e g
TONIGHT v 505, v LTS Fishers Lost at Sea
N . i Lainer T pot il FIVE 0'GLOGK | P Zttst 8ot - [rsne oee omverny
s As e Oun Oumpsay ot sh'phsrd K“‘g | Corsets a Campaign Issus Among a Farm Near Meath.
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Note the close proximity of these services to the O’Callahan’s properties; this was neighborhood
life/living.

Below, left: St. Joseph’s Church today.
Below, right: St. Joseph’s church largely as it would have looked during the time of Rose and Charles O 'Callahan

After Rose’s death, Charles continued working as a laborer until 1909, the year of his own death. In 1909
his occupation in the City Directory is listed as a “grocer”. He opened a grocery at 23a Allen Street. It is
likely this is the same location as the 23 %2 Allen address where Rose operated her variety store. The
boarders, John and Patrick, from several years earlier still love at the Rear Building on the property along
with Charles. John now owns the property in part with Charles (the “h.” is the indicator in the directory).
Patrick remains a boarder. John and Patrick’s jobs have changed to painter and Teamster.

. ’ Son av

5 OB'RIQN FULTOI\! flour hay
griain etc 3-4 Union sq and 2
Lake h 226 Summer See front

cover L L
O'CC;Illzihan Andrew lab h 73 f!o{ Charies. dosty o iory fstng. e yearof

urles grocer 232 Allen

23 do

John painter h r 23 Allem
Peter 1 tmstr b r 23 Allen
see Callahan

- O'Connell Arthur mason b 420
Norfolk
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Charles dies in 1909 at the age of 55 of “pernicious anemia™! from which he suffered for a year-and-a-
half. Pernicious anemia is a condition whereby the body is unable to produce enough red blood cells due
to the lack of vitamin B12. This condition leads to fatigue, shortness of breath, jaundice (yellowing of the
skin) or pallor (severe paleness), bleeding gums, irregular heartbeat, mental confusion, personality
changes and permanent damage to the nervous system.

A secondary cause of death is listed as “gastritis”? which is the inflammation of the lining of the stomach.

While these conditions are treatable today, this was not the case in the late 19" and early 20" centuries;

antibiotics had not been discovered and medical treatments and procedures were still crude, particularly
by today’s standards.

His death certificate appears below:

COMMONWFALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS "_,
CITY OF SOMERVILLE 1
. RETURN OF A DEATH : B
V | [ TP JOO0C, & 2 et
’ E ) Charlea O' Ca.llaNan.. .. iiminmimiinmie Flcglsteud g
FULL NAM > % i % A
] Place of} Llen. sireet. .. Somerville  Dasth . ApTi. g
f i l ) (No.) rel) g A
o & uoa Plac ol PN S v ”) ..................... Age .05 years ..... .. months........ days ;
o« Residence (fv.‘..) ..... 23.Allep. Stey Somcrv?.,:},wm,-z-ﬁ;;,g@,,,m
N0,
- i PHYSICIAN'S CERTIFICATE
STATISTICAL DETAILS YSICIAN'S CER
|5 = bt e WibowE MAamEo. i \FY that | attended deceased during last
2 zd 1 white HinowED “F*married ied | HEREBY CERT : o o
E - 5’ g ® \”" mariied or divoreed woman, or widow iliness, from JANe........ |9£ -to.. APl i +190
gl o E . s that to the best of my Knowledge and buliel d::: “w".:o::v::.
‘ a date stated above, and that the CAUSE OF DE was as
: g ™ E ’F‘SLSEANNA‘:MSE || (I a widier or sallor who served in the war of the rebellion both the primary and
L o ] BIRTHPLACE Tive state or connlyy; wlgo city, town, or munl/ Uf Fnonwn contriutory causes of death must be given.)
0 o " Ireland | 5.y Pernicious ANBBMAR.........commmmmee
l W = o || nameoF | f
FATHER lln_ - ' GepesddabeetspaeinartrInssseactiinTTpRsentile remeatbia R ease e i UR Rt raaasinE
E 2 : simfﬁﬁfﬁ%r ""“""UO "’9' ”;i‘];’?‘”}’%%' oy about lf. years € DURATION ) cvvennairenes oave
fu 0 OF FATHER Ireland e BROVUL AT -
k- T ; N en Contributory: ... G&Stritis ...........................................
du | < OF MOTHER Ann Velsh e
f 4 § 4 BIRTHPLACE ~{iTve ALaTD oF conlry ; (180 City, (01K, OF COINEY, 7 knovm
EZ "~ 4 = Mi g -1re. d e S S SR S e R AT { DURATION ) ocevnnenes oAYE
- -l OCCUPATION ;
®E= Grocer signed . EAWAXA. Ja DBILEY. .. MUD,
! 14 E INFORMANT 's  /'Prson iving statistionl defails gn v tin
'3 ~Jia (Address).....D.. SUMMET. ...cmivws Somerville. . ...
: O ! Cal lahan T Y Street) (T'oren or Clity)
2 I‘y (No) (Shreed
ADDRESS
" MATION only for Hospitals, Institations, Translents, or
‘é __(@:’;’LAllerLoL. R .zomar_vi ’"""1‘:;:(,{,,,“ — speoAL INFOR z
| PLACE OF BURIAL OR REMOVAL DA Proviots RESIIEN00. ...secescrsernsseresssssssaransssssssisssbsssrssscssssssies
j - I Pl‘:::ofml‘)%altlh‘l e YR8y e MORERS) e . Days
. = l%:mgf’(:)ss May 1 12 oo Wherewas dmu;; c;nmctod,
M if not at place of death?
‘ Y rass . =1
[ Town or City, and State) Reoelved
- : vi1. 30,1909 Vim.P Mitchell ...
x:ﬁ‘ém‘““ A0 Agent of'Board of Health, appointed to issue burial permits
_ William A, Flaherty Fllod et . :
sl ﬂ I ille L APTAL. 30, 190 Dt b
7 ¥n.) 5 1}3‘! =l ",%}ﬁnrry.:.u i Ny oo e

1 Pernicious anaemia: https://www.nhlbi.nih.gov/health-topics/pernicious-
anemia#:~:text=These%20symptoms%20include%20nausea%20(feeling,B12%20deficiency%20and%20pernicious¥%20anemia.

2 Gastritis: https://www.mayoclinic.org/diseases-conditions/gastritis/symptoms-causes/syc-20355807
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IV. DETERMINATION

The HPC must determine one of the following for each of the buildings at 21-23 Allen Street:

a. That the building is Preferably Preserved.
b. That the building is not Preferably Preserved.
C. That the building is not Preferably Preserved with Conditions.

See the following section V “Findings” for guidance.

V. EINDINGS

Since each building must receive its own separate determination, Staff has provided thumbnails
of each of the buildings for ease-of-reference when the Commission makes its findings:

21 Allen Street 23 Allen Street Rear Building

a. Preferably Preserved

For a determination of preferably preserved, the HPC must make the following finding:

- That the demolition of the buildings at 21-23 Allen Street would be detrimental to the
architectural, cultural, political, economic, or social heritage of the City.

If the HPC makes the above finding. the Commission must state their reasons why they take
either position for EACH building separately.

b. Not Preferably Preserved

If the HPC makes the above finding. the Commission must state their reasons why they take
either position for EACH building separately.

c. Not Preferably Preserved with Conditions
For a determination of NOT preferably preserved with Conditions, the HPC must make the
following finding:
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- That the building(s) at 21-23 Allen Street do not meet any of the criteria to be “preferably
preserved.”. The HPC may add any or all of the following as conditions to this
determination:

1. photographic documentation of the building to be demolished;
2. architectural renderings of the building to be demolished;
3. identification of materials for salvage of material; and/or,

4. a plan for installation of historic or interpretive signage at or near the site.

If the HPC makes the above finding, the HPC must state their reasons why they take this
position.

VI. VOTE

When bringing the matter to a vote, the HPC must include the reasons why each of the buildings

at 21-23 Allen Street is or is not “preferably preserved”.
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_ FORM B - BUILDING Area Form no.
Ward” 11
MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION -
294 Washington Street, Boston, MA 02108 Roll 34: 5
-------  ———— B erville —
l & 21 Allen Street
> : » Name
ginal
sent
g
= p:[CJ Private individual
= Private organization
, Public
ginal owner
= ! = ION:
: cross streets and other buildings -Date ca. 1840-50
or geographical features.
Indicate north. 2 Source
Style Greek Revival
Architect
Exterior wall fabric
Outbuildings
Major alterations (with dates)
removal of returns at eaves; new concrete
steps.
Moved Date
Approx. acreage
Recorded by Mary Bennett/C.Z. Setting

Organization Landscape Research

(Staple additional sheeti.'ere)




o » (- o R

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE (describe important architectural features and
evaluate in terms of other buildings within community)

21 Allen is representative of the simplest most cheaply constructed dwelling.
of the period. Window openings were kept to a minimum: only one at the
front elevation, with a sidehall plan and entrance. Some.of the 6/6

windows still intact.

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE (explain the role owners played in local or state history
and how the building relates to the development of the community) :

Once a marshy site, this house was built or moved near the site of the
C. Bennett rope Wwalk ..

) BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES

Draper, Martin, Map of Somerville, 1852.
Hopkins, G.M. Atlas of the City of Somerville, 1874
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